
Hon. Gretchen Whitmer        April 5, 2020 
Governor, State of Michigan 
P.O. Box 30013 
Lansing, MI 48909  

 
Dear Governor Whitmer:  
 
Thank you very much for your leadership during this time of immense uncertainty for all 
Michiganders. We want to commend you on the decision to halt water shutoffs and establish a fund 
to assist citizens in keeping their water on. We believe these measures exemplify your administration’s 
commitment to environmental justice, especially during a global crisis. 
 
We write today in hopes that you will further advance the cause of environmental justice on another 
front. Members of our council were made aware that next week Enbridge Energy will submit permit 
applications to begin construction on its oil tunnel project. We, the undersigned members of the 
Michigan Advisory Council on Environmental Justice, implore you to take executive action 
to extend the deadlines for public comment and participation on the Enbridge tunnel permit. 
The final “tunnel agreement” between Enbridge and the state mandates at Article 9.2(c) that 
“epidemics” are such events that will automatically “excuse[] [the parties] from performing [duties] 
under this Agreement, including but not limited to meeting any deadline specified in this Agreement.”  
 
Starting the permitting process for this tunnel is inappropriate at a time when many tribal government 
offices are shut due to COVID-19. During this time of unprecedented crisis, it will be impossible for 
important stakeholders to adequately participate in the permit process. This not only includes tribes, 
but citizens, conservation organizations, businesses, and city governments. The state must take action 
to ensure that public participation in consideration of Enbridge’s oil tunnel permit application is 
preserved.  
 
We also recommend that the permit to construct Enbridge Energy’s oil tunnel be denied and Line 5 
be decommissioned. The pipeline and proposed tunnel cut through one of the most pristine 
ecosystems on the planet and one of the purest reserves of freshwater in the world. Tribal fishers and 
tribal communities rely on these waters for their livelihoods. What is more, the deep spiritual 
connection that Anishinabek people have with the lakes is harmed by the construction of such a tunnel 
and the presence of an aging oil pipeline.  
 
Without doubt, tribes and others would raise these concerns under normal circumstances. However, 
we are not living in normal times. Without executive action extending the comment period, tribes and 
the citizens of our state lose the chance to adequately provide input, and mount opposition, to the 
Enbridge tunnel. Without action, Enbridge gets a windfall from this epidemic at the expense of the 
public. The timeline for consideration of the oil tunnel permit must be extended.  
 
We thank you for taking our concerns under consideration.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
John Minode’e Petoskey     Bryan Newland  
Environmental Law and Policy Center   Chairman, Bay Mills Indian Community  



Monica Lewis-Patrick      Lynn Williams  
We the People of Detroit     Community Foundation of Greater Flint 
 
 
Tony Reames       Theresa Landrum 
Professor, University of Michigan   48217 Community Monitoring Group 
 
 
Keith Cooley      Nicholas Leonard 
Principia LLC      Great Lakes Environmental Law Center 
 
 
Justin Onwenu      Salah Ali 
Sierra Club      MAC-EJ Member  
 
 
Paul Mohai 
Professor, University of Michigan 


